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Let’s remember King by doing the right thing 
 
As we honor Martin Luther King Jr., we should remember that his contributions go beyond his work in the civil-righ
an advocate of non-violent civil disobedience, but also extend to his courageous vocal opposition to the Vietnam Wa
 
For instance, he said in a 1967 speech that the government of the United States was the “... greatest purveyor of viole
today ...” This doesn’t have to be true in our times. 
King regarded his Nobel Peace Prize as a commission for peace. 
 
Fellow Peace Prize Laureate Barack Obama also must fulfill this commission by bringing home the remaining troops
undeclared war of aggression in Iraq. Furthermore, we must re-consider the necessity of military bases overseas and
home from countries capable of self-defense without our costly subsidy. 
 
King concluded his aforementioned speech: “If we will make the right choice, we will be able to transform the janglin
world into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. If we will but make the right choice, we will be able to speed up the
America and all over the world, when ‘justice will roll down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream.’” 
 
Ultimately, our worldwide military empire will not end because of military defeat, but because of economic collapse.
afford to sustain it. Let’s make the right choice and speed the coming of that day King spoke of. 
 
ROGER W. HARRISON 
 
Clark Mills 
 
Spending ‘quality time’ closer than you think 
 
My wife, Karen, and I have been married for 17-plus years. With kids and jobs, it’s often difficult for us to spend muc
alone. 
 
That being said, one of our favorite winter “dates” over the years has been to steal away for an hour or two and quiet
the woods of Upstate New York. 
 
From the Adirondacks to the Tug Hill, we’ve been fortunate to be able to build beautiful memories skiing together. 
 
Recently, we enjoyed a cross-country ski tour of Forest Park in Camden. 
 
This public park is a little treasure with mature forests and a groomed series of trails. The new fallen snow on the Ea
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and pines along with the babbling of the brooks and rivers in the park were perfect companions on our adventure. W
breathing the sweet fresh air. 
 
For over an hour we talked, laughed, looked around in silence and recalled other such adventures that we’ve enjoyed
States  and in Norway dating back over the past two decades or so. 
 
It was a peaceful adventure as a couple and the type of “quality time” that all couples can benefit from. 
 
So, the next time that you’re looking to have some quality time with your loved one, consider getting outdoors on a p
country skis and enjoying the rejuvenating essence of Central New York together. 
 
CHRISTOPHE MARIN 
 
Taberg 
 
Fragile Families study not accurately portrayed 
 
Lillian Hill Woods’ recent guest column “Minority kids and poverty” inaccurately portrays the focus and findings of 
Families and Child Wellbeing Study. 
 
This nationally representative study of families in large cities includes a large number of unmarried, poor, minority 
to accurately capture the diversity of their institutional settings and experiences with young children. We gather dat
policy climates (such as child support enforcement laws or welfare eligibility) and challenges parents encounter (suc
food insecurity or missing work because of insufficient child care). 
 
By doing so, we hope to discover which programs and environments can help families in difficult circumstances, thu
some of the hardships that Woods identifies. Our goal is not to eliminate social programs or stereotype, but rather to
in families’ lives and identify the approaches most likely to mitigate their challenges. 
 
The author also expresses distaste at the term “multi-partner fertility,” claiming both that this term suggests biologi
and that it is aimed specifically at poor, urban, minority mothers. Neither of these is true. The term is class- and race
refers to an individual that has children with more than one partner. This can and does occur in families of all demo
including Hollywood celebrities. 
 
The Fragile Families study does not judge family formation patterns; we are interested in their effects, regardless of 
income or race. For more information, visit our website www.fragilefamilies.princeton.edu/. 
 
MELANIE WRIGHT 
 
Research specialist, Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study, Princeton University, Princeton, N.J. 
 
Bills would provide better access for adoptees 
 
There is no way to know if what Kelly Wittman Clausen (“A daughter’s search,” Dec. 30, 2010) was told about her m
her father have brown or blue eyes? Clausen was given information claiming both. Adoption agencies create fables to
children they place, called non-identifying information. It is a myth for the adoptive parents. 
 
My adoptive parents were told my mother was an Australian college co-ed and no one knew who my father was. The
believed the term co-ed was a cover for being a sex industry worker. 
 
My parents were actually engaged before my birth; my father was a Harvard graduate who owned his home. Their en
announcement was in the New York Times. 
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